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TAGS: PFOR, OGEN, YO 

SUBJECT: FRONT ATTACK ON VOA: CORRECTION OF RECORD 
REF: BELGRADE 1271; 1250 

1. ALTHOUGH FRONT APPEARS WITH FRIDAY DATELINE. 

USUALLY AVAILABLE THURSDAY AFTERNOON. ATTEMPTS OBTAIN 
COPY SOFAR UNSUCCESSFUL AND BORBA PRINTING PLANT WHICH 
PRODUCES IT STATES RUNNING BEHIND ON PRINTING SCHEDULE 
AND WON' T BE AVAILABLE UNTIL TOMORROW ( FRIDAY). 

2. MEANWHILE. PUBLIC AFFAIRS COUNSELOR RECEIVED HAND- 
DELIVERED LETTER TODAY FROM EDITOR FRONT STATING THAT 
CORRECTION WILL APPEAR IN TOMORROW' S ISSUE ON PAGE 3. 

LETTER STATES MENTION OF VOICE OF AMERICA WAS RESULT 
OF " STYLLSTIC INPRECISION" WHICH RESULTED IN USE OF 

TERM " VOICE OF AMERICA" INSTEAD OF " VOICES FROM AMERICA"* 

AS EXAMPLES OF LATTER, LETTER LISTS PAGE- AND- HALF OF CASES 
IN WHICH PRIVATE AMERICAN RTV STATIONS HAVE AIRED " RUDE 
ATTACKS AGAINST YUGOSLAVIA." FIRST EXAMPLE CITED IS ABC TV NETWORK 
TELECAST OF APRIL 16, 1972 ON WHICH " THE WELL- KNOWN EXTREMIST 
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MIROSLAV GAL WAS ALLOWED TO COMMENT ON THE HIJACKING OF THE 
SWEDISH AIRPLANE AND TO REPRESENT THE USTASHI TERRORISTS AS 
FIGHTERS FOR FREE CROATIA. " OTHER EXAMPLES PRIMARILY INCLUDE 
LOCAL AND EMIGRE STATIONS CHICAGO- CLEVELAND- NEW YORK AREAS. 

3. EDITOR CONCLUDES BY STATING, " IN THE CORRECTION. I HAVE NOT 
HONORED THE REQUEST OF THE AUTHOR OF THE ARTICLE IN OUR 
PUBLICATION THAT THESE FACTS BE PUBLICIZED AS A COMPLETE EXPLANATION 
OF WHAT HE MEANT IN USING TERM ' VOICS FROM AMERICA', SINCE MY 
DESIRE IS THAT THIS AFFAIR BE CONCLUDED WITH PUBLICATION OF THE 
CORRECTION. HERE I HAVE IN MIND THAT IF ALL OF THE FACTS WERE 

TO BE PUBLISHED WHICH I HAVE INCLUDED IN THIS LETTER, OUR PUBLIC 
AND THE WORLD PUBLIC WOULD BE VERY AROUSED, ALL OF WHICH CERTAINLY 
WOULD NOT BE CONDUCIVE TO A FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF MUTUAL 
RELATIONS. 

WHICH ALSO YOU DESIRE." 

4. DCM MENTIONED LETTER TO AMERICAS DIRECTOR KREACIC TODAY. 

KREACIC RESPONDED HE AWARE OF LETTER AND CONSIDERED IT 
SATISFACTORY RESPONSE TO EMBASSY DESIRE FOR CORRECTION. 

5. COMMENT: WILL SEND TEXT TO CORRECTION AS SOON AS AVAILABLE. 
MEANTIME, ALTHOUGH FRONT EXPLANATION OF ERROR 
EXCEEDINGLY WEAK, ESPECIALLY SINCE ATTACK LINKED VOA WITH RADIO 
MADRID. NOT " VOICES FROM SPAIN", EMBASSY CONSIDERS THAT 

IT AT LEAST IS INDICATION OF MEASURE OF GOOD WILL AND 
JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY IN PUBLISHING CORRECTION. MOREOVER, 

IN NOT PUBLISHING LENGTHY ATTACK ON DOMESTIC U. S. STATIONS ALLEGEDLY 
UTILIZED BY EMIGRES IN ATTACKING YUGOSLAVIA, YUGOSLAVS HAVE 
GIVEN CLEAR INDICATION OF DESIRE TO LAY ISSUE TO REST. 

THUS, SEE NO MERIT IN PURSUING OR PUBLICIZING MATTER FURTHER 
OTHER THAN POSSIBLE COMMENT ON CLEARANCE 

ITS NAME BY VOA ONCE TEXT FRONT CORRECTION BECOMES AVAILABLE 
AND IS CONFIRMED. 

TOON 
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